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Introduction:
The United Nations Permanent Forum 
of Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) is one of 
the three UN-mechanisms dedicated to 
Indigenous peoples, along with the Expert 
Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (EMRIP) and the Special 
Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. The 2022 UNPFII was attended 
by Ărramăt Co-Principal Investigators Dr. 
Mariam Wallet Aboubakrine and Dr. Sherry 
Pictou, as well as graduate students Robin 
Howse (University of Alberta) and Zoé Boirin-
Fargues (University of Ottawa). 

Indigenous Peoples (IPs) have strongly 
mobilized for decades to have this space 
inside the UN system, where they can raise 
their concerns, call for resolutions, advise 
the governments, the UN various bodies 
and mechanisms on how they could guide 
their work to respect IPs’ rights. It is also a 
space for Indigenous Peoples to meet and 
exchange among themselves. 

The UNFPII mandate is mainly to promote 
Indigenous Peoples’ rights and to advise 
United Nations (UN) agencies, funds, 
and programmes on Indigenous Peoples 
regarding its six mandated areas: health, 
environment, human rights, economic and 
social development, culture, and education.

The forum is made of 16 experts, among 
which 8 represent Indigenous Peoples from 
the seven social cultural regions  and 8 
representatives of Member States. The 

Secretariat of the Forum is part of the UN 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 
within the Inclusion and Social Development 
Branch (ISDB) of the Department of 
Economic and Social Affairs (DESA).

The UNPFII has an annual session usually in 
April/May that lasts two weeks. The second 
week is mainly devoted to dialogues (regional 
dialogues, dialogues with UN organizations 
and with Member States). The first week, in 
which we participated, is organized around 
the six mandated areas (see next page) 
around which the UNPFII organizes its work 
At the end of the two weeks, the concerns 
of Indigenous Peoples are reflected in a 
report that is presented by the Chair of the 
Forum to the ECOSOC bureau. The report 
contains recommendations for Indigenous 
Peoples, UN organizations, Member States, 
Academic and private sectors, as well 
as donors. This year, the 21th session 
UNPFII’s theme was “Indigenous peoples, 
business, autonomy and the human rights 
principles of due diligence including free, 
prior and informed consent”.

“Being at the UNPFII has been such a 
massively transformative pivotal point 
in my life. It has reignited my passion 

for academics and advocacy. I hope 
to be helping with organizing to get 

more youth out there to represent our 
Nations next year.”

Robin Howse (Student at the 
University of Alberta, 2022)
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Image: Ărramăt Co- Principal Investigators Dr. Sherry 
Pictou and Dr. Mariam Wallet Aboubakrine,  Zoé Boirin-
Fargues (University of  Ottawa), and members of  the Food and 
Agricultural Organization (FAO) (2022)

The six items of the UNPFII’s 
21st session: 
Item 1: Election of Officers

Item 2: Adoption of the agenda and organization 
of work

Item 3: Discussion on the theme “Indigenous 
Peoples, business, autonomy and the human 
rights principles of due dilligence, including free, 
prior and informed consent”

Item 4: Discussion on the six mandated areas 
of the Permanent Forum (economic and social 
development, culture, environment, education, 
health and human rights), with reference to the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, the outcome document of 
the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples and 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Item 5 (a): Dialougue with Indigenous Peoples

Item 5 (d): Human rights dialouge with the 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and the Expert Mechanism on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Item 5 (f): Thematic dialogues: International 
Decade of Indigenous Languages 2022-2032

Item 6: Future work of the Permanent Forum, 
including issues considered by the Economic 
and Social Council and emerging issues

“This was my first time attending the UNPFII. Though I am somewhat 
familiar with Civil Society interventions at the UN, Mariam’s experience 
and mentorship in guiding us in 
achieving six successful interventions highlighting Ărramăt at the UN-
PFII is immeasurable, as was Zoè’s overwhelming help with note-taking, 
organizing, and overall support. Robin’s
interventions at both the side events and the UNPFII session on the 
future work of the forum were reminiscent of ‘learning to be a good 
ancestor’ in acknowledging grassroots life-ways of Elders, Youth and 
future generations. It was a great honor to work with a team with such 
strong and inspirational 
leadership. M’sit No’kmaq (All My relations).” 

Dr Sherry Pictou (Ărramăt Co- Principal Investigator/District Chief, 
2022)

Why did the Ărramăt team go to the UNPFII? 
The goals of our participation were:

• For the members of the Team to understand the function of the UNPFII 
as an advocacy place for IP’s rights;

• To build connections with other Indigenous networks and collaborators in 
view of future collaboration within, for example, the pathways or place-based 
research projects, and in view of creating synergy for future advocacy 
work before relevant spaces/forums;

• To strengthen existing connections: through bilateral and multilateral 
meetings organised during the Forum, reaffirming already established 
relations and engagements (administrative, space support for example) 
with Ărramăt collaborators (FAO, Secretary of the Forum, CBD…) for 
policy impact.

Image: Ărramăt Co-Principal Investigators 
Dr. Mariam Wallet Aboubakrine and Dr. Sherry 

Pictou, and graduate students Robin Howse 
(University of  Alberta) and Zoé Boirin-Fargues 
(University of  Ottawa) at the UNPFII’s opening 

ceremonies (New York, 2022)

“I made the recommendation to the member states to implement a 
mechanism for more robust FPIC standards that specifically include the 
voices of grassroots groups, women, youth, and Elders.”

Robin Howse (University of Alberta, 2022)

https://arramatproject.org/
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What did we learn from our week 
at the UNPFII?
During the week, we made six statements under different items of 
the UNPFII in the plenary:

1. Association Tin Hinan (Item 4): Mariam recommended to relevant 
entities, such as the UNPFII, FAO and WHO, to invite Indigenous 
traditional knowledge holders to their scientific table, in order to 
elevate Indigenous sciences and techniques and for the latter to 
contribute to the deliberations of these entities;

2. Association Tin Hinan (Item 5(d)): Sherry focused on Indigenous 
women and the importance of their role in the transmission 
of traditional knowledge. In this dialogue with the Special 
Rapporteur and the EMRIP, Sherry addressed the latter specific 
recommendations for their work targeting Indigenous women 
specifically;

3. Ărramăt Project (Item 3): Considering the impacts of extractive 
projects on Indigenous land, peoples, Sherry recommended the 
Forum and the member states to hold corporations accountable and 
to “use Ărramăt project as a model to address climate change as 
well as to guide business practices by enacting genuine processes 
for FPIC as a fundamental human right —not just for the viability 
of business, but for the wellbeing of Mother Earth and all of life”; 

4. Association Tin Hinan, Item 5(f): Mariam weaved the link between 
Indigenous languages and the protection of the environment, 
the health and well-being and illustrated this by describing why 
the Ărramăt project is called “Ărramăt”. She thus made several 
recommendations under the International Decade of Indigenous 
Languages to ensure that Indigenous languages are and will be 
included in the work of relevant entities; 

• This recommendation is reflected in paragraph 6, Draft 
Report Chapter I, Matters calling for action by the 
Economic and Social Council or brought to its attention 
(E/C.19/2022/L.4/Rev.1): “The Permanent Forum recognizes 
the important interconnections between the Sustainable 
Development Goals and indigenous languages”.

5. Association Tin Hinan & Ărramăt Project (Item 5(a)): Mariam 
addressed several recommendations to guarantee the meaningful 
participation of Indigenous representatives during the UNPFII’s 
sessions; 

6. Ărramăt Project (Item 6): Describing the essential character of land 
teaching and learning and thus the necessity for Indigenous peoples 
to access their traditional land, Robin made a recommendation 
regarding the inclusion of Grassroots groups, community members, 
especially Elders, Youth, and Women in the implementation of 

the right to Free, Prior and Informed Consent.

We participated in three side events:

1. FIMI- “Indigenous women. Coordinating meeting within the 
Framework of UNFPII” (25th April, 12pm (EST) UN Church Centre);

2. UNESCO – “Localization of the Global Action Plan of IDIL” (26th 
April, 1pm (EST) online); 

3. FAO – “Indigenous Peoples’ Biocentric Restoration: How Indigenous 
Peoples’ food systems inform cosmogonic restoration processes” 
(28th April, 12pm (EST) online).

We organized a dinner for our Ărramăt partners who were also attending 
the Forum: Geoffrey Roth, Alejandro Bermudez, and the FAO team 
(25th April, 7pm (EST) Aux Deux Amis).

We organized meetings with:

1. FAO Indigenous Unit (27th April, 9am, UNPFII); 

2. The Special Rapporteur on toxics and human rights, Marcos 
A. Orellana;

3. The Special Rapporteur on Toxic Substances (28th, 2.30pm, 
UNPFII);

4. CBD: Q’Apaj Conde Choque (29th April, 5pm, UNPFII).

Lastly, we networked with the UNPFII Secretariat, with academics’ 
institutions such as professors from University Boulder and from 
Normandie University.

 All this aligns with Ărramăt project Objectives mainly OBJ.1.S: “Build 
from strength by identifying existing assets and capacities of IPs 
engaged in the project including those of diverse gender identities” 
and OBJ.3.M:” Nurture institutional learning through policy related 
outputs for governments, ENGOs and global organizations and thought 
a major global policy symposium.”

What will follow?
We are going to consolodate our partnership with:

• FAO; 

• Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD);

• Special Rapporteur on Toxic Substances;

• Academic institution with synergetic objectives;

• The Secretariat of the UNFPII and some forum members.

“My previous experiences at the Forum - first as a volunteer for the Docip, helping Indigenous represen-
tatives with what they needed; and then as Mariam’s assistant when she was the chair of the Forum and 

who trained me to better understand all the Forum’s functioning - prepared me for this new adventure 
with Mariam, Sherry and Robin. The week went smoothly with the lead of Mariam, the inputs, participa-
tion and enthusiasm of Sherry and Robin. It was something special and unique to support a team with 
various expertise and experiences that were put together to raise concerns and propose recommenda-
tions to the Forum and relevant entities to address issues close to their hearts. It was also extremely 

motivating to meet and consolidate links with Ărramăt members and collaborators, and also to build new 
collaborations with key people, such as the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Toxics”

Zoé Boirin-Fargues (Graduate Student, University of Ottawa, 2022)

https://arramatproject.org/



“I used to attend the Forum as its chair. This year, I attended the  
Forum as an Indigenous participant, leading Ărramăt team. It was an 
opportunity to me to introduce the space to my Co-Pi, Dr. 
Sherry Pictou, and also a mentorship opportunity to Robin Howse, 
and a continuation for Zoé’s experience as an early carrier  
researcher.

For me, it was also my first re-connexion with my Indigenous rela-
tives from all the 7 social cultural regions, to hear from them and to 
share our experiences, our challenges, and solutions. As Ărramăt 
project Co-Pi, it was a unique opportunity to meet in person some of 
our Indigenous partners like Geoffrey Roth, some of our collabora-
tors (FAO-Indigenous Unit) and discuss how to strengthen our work 
together. The accessibility of people made it also possible to initiate 
discussion with UN organizations and mandate holders which work 
is synergistic to our project (CBD, the Special Rapporteur on Human 
Rights and Toxics)” 

Dr.Mariam Wallet Aboubakrine (Ărramăt Co- Principal Investigator, 
2022)

May 2022

Image: Robin Howse presenting a 
statement at the plenary (UNPFII, New 
York, 2022)

Image: Indigenous Women’s side event 
attended by members of the Ărramăt 

Team (UNPFII, New York, 2022)

Image: Our Team with a member from 
the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(UNPFII, New York, 2022)

This report was prepared by: 
Ărramăt Co-Principal Investigators:

Dr. Mariam Wallet Aboubakrine (Association Tin Hinan)

arramat.mariam@gmail.com

Dr. Sherry Pictou (District Chief/Dalhousie University)

Graduate Students:

Robin Howse (University of Alberta) 

Zoé Boirin-Fargues (University of Alberta)
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Amabel (Abby) D’Souza (University of Alberta)
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Interested in learning more about The Ărramăt Project?                                                                                                
Visit our website at: https://arramatproject.org/ 
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Don’t forget to follow us on Social Media!

@ArramatProject on all platforms!

https://arramatproject.org/
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